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Saint Monica, Mother of St. Augustine 

c. 331 – 387 

Our Parish Mission Statement: 
We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in 
Christ prayerfully uphold: 

● Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of 
the community. 

● Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith 
community growing in lifelong prayer. 

● sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, 
education, and loving service to those in need. 

● Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring, and inclusive faith 
community rooted in peace, justice, and respect for all beings. 

 
Shared Thoughts 
 
Dear Fellow Prayer Warriors, 
 How to pray and the the power of prayer are things that 
we believe in, but sometimes it eludes us in that some of us 
wonder, “Are we praying correctly?” and then chastise ourselves 
for sometimes being distracted in our prayers. I believe that 
Saint Monica, mother of Saint Augustine, can be an inspiration 
to us. Like Saint Monica we want our children and our entire 
family both biological and spiritual to live a moral life and to 
live up to their potential. However, there are all kinds of 
distractions and temptations, and maintaining that moral path 
can be very difficult. Saint Monica’s persevering prayer, despite 
the personal losses and spiritual trials and suffering, is an 
example of dedication and true faith. I am sure that her prayers 



were not always elegant; in fact, they were probably more like 
pleading with the Lord to have her son Augustine return to the 
Church and his family and to turn away from his sinful ways. For 
more than 15 years Saint Monica wept, prayed, and fasted for 
her son. Her persistence and faith were rewarded. Without her 
example of persevering prayer, her gifted son Augustine would 
not have converted.  
 I believe that all of us have had that sense of being 
overwhelmed and that our prayers and efforts are ineffective 
and are being ignored. However, we must persist; we must 
believe in the possibility of a change of heart; believe in the 
power of prayer; believe that our prayers lead us to wisdom that 
result in action. Our prayers may not always be as eloquent as 
we would like or even as focused as we would like, but making 
time for prayer or as I heard or read once “making time for 
conversation with the Lord” is powerful and so, so essential for 
all of us.  
 

“Saint Monica, you were persevering in your efforts to 
straighten the crooked paths of your son’s life. Your prayers, 
pilgrimages, fasts, and words were fruitful, but only after many 
tears. Help us to be as concerned as you for the immortal souls 
of those who are close to us.” (My Catholic Life; August 2022). 
 

Blessings, 

Kay Durfey, kdurfey@cbcsd.org  712.310.9557 
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Prayer Intentions 

 
Individual... We pray... 
● For those who have died may be brought to the glory of God’s 

heavenly kingdom. 
● For those individuals and their families that struggle with 

mental health issues. May the spirit of the Holy Spirit 
support, guide, and sustain them 

● For those incarcerated or otherwise held ‘prisoner” by their 
addictions or other emotional challenges.  

● For those who are currently struggling with their faith, Let the 
Holy Spirit guide them in their journey, and may they feel the 
seed of Jesus sows for them.  

● For all mothers and fathers that God may bless them with the 
wisdom, courage, and patience, and -- above all-- love that they 
need to perform the holy work of raising children. 

● For our Parish that we may work to meeting our Annual 
Diocesan Appeal for 2022.  

● For our Parish Knights of Columbus as they work to build 
community-- especially in their willingness to spearhead our 
Corpus Christi smoked-grilled pork chop dinner.  

 
Parish… We pray…. 
●  For the Diocesan Congress of Catechists in Colombia 

which is held this August that the Lord will pour out his 
grace on each person in attendance. 

● For evangelization efforts to continue for the people in 
Colombia. 



● For Deacon Larry Knoteck and his wife Marianne as they 
celebrate his 50th anniversary as a Deacon. We are 
grateful for their service.  

● For the continued unification of all our parish members-- 
that all may feel welcome and valued. 

● For the success of our faith formation registration and for 
members to feel called to help lead our parish students. 

 
 
 
Diocese, Nation, World… We pray... 

● For vocations to the priesthood, especially for our diocese, that 
there be sufficient priests and religious sisters to serve all our 
parishes and communities. 

● For the world to reflect the image of Christ and be full of 
love and tenderness towards the most fragile. May those 
with a handicap live, grow and thrive with the certainty 
that they are welcome, protected, and encouraged. Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

● For William Joensen, our bishop that he may wisely lead 
this local Church in realizing the kingdom of God. 

● For those who live in war-torn lands, that they may witness 
the cessation of violence and true reconciliation in their 
lands. 

Universal Church/ Papal Intentions.. We pray... 

● For small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of 
economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue 
operating, and serving their communities. 

● For the Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit the 
grace and strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

● For peace throughout the world, that all leaders of prayer 
may be open to the hungers of their people for justice and 
reconciliation. 



● For public officials  that they may be blessed with the gifts 
of wisdom and understanding in serving the needs of their 
people, 
 
 

 

 

 


